








sebastian lemm hallo@sebastianlemm.com

9/2000



 cv 
2000 to present 

2001 
1999 

1994-97

 
Lives and works in New York, NY 
Guest teacher at New York University, New York, NY 
Diploma (MFA equivalent), high honors, UdK, Berlin University of the Arts, Germany 
Teacher assistant at Berlin University of the Arts, Germany

born in Berlin, Germany

solo shows 
2008 

 
2004 
2000

 
• editing nature, Peer Gallery, New York, NY 
• editing nature, David Weinberg Gallery, Chicago, IL 
• lapse, with a performance of johannes wieland, Diane von Furstenberg the Theatre, New York 
• t.s.e., Vitrine Sutstein, curated by Cathleen Haff, Berlin, Germany

selected group shows 
2008 

 
 

2007 
 
 
 

2006 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2005 
 
 

2004 and earlier 
 
 
 
 
 

art fairs 
2008

2007

2006

2005

 

 
• How I spent my Summer Vacation, Michael Mazzeo Gallery, New York, NY 
• Between Worlds, Curious Matter, Jersey City, NJ 
• Grace, Michael Mazzeo Gallery, New York, NY 
• Enantiomorphic Chamber, Nurture Art, Brooklyn, NY 

• Threshold, CCNY, curated by Christine Callahan, NY 
• Benefit auction, CCNY at Michael Mazzeo Gallery, New York, NY 
• Locations of Elsewhere, curated by Leah Oates, Michael Mazzeo Gallery, New York, NY 
• Method: contemporary abstract photography, Ellen Curlee Gallery , St. Louis, MO 
• LACE’s 28th Annual Auction, LACE Los Angeles Contemporary Exhibitions, LA, CA

• Landscapes Re-Imagined, Margaret Thatcher Projects, New York, NY 
• progressive coma, collaboration with Johannes Wieland, Ailey Theatre, New York, NY 
• Chashama Fall Gala Auction, Chashama Gallery, New York, NY 
• Chashama Residency Show, Pine Plains, NY 
• Sprawl, Bank, Los Angeles, CA 
• Out of Context, Art OMI, Columbia County, NY (through June 2007) 
• Nurturing the Edge (benefit show for Nurture Art), CUE Art Foundation, New York 
• Build, Platform Gallery, Seattle, WA

• Ornament, P.S.122 Gallery, New York, NY 
• New Directions 05, curator: Steven Evans (Dia:Beacon), Barrett Art Center, NY 
• Untitled Landscapes, AG Gallery, curated by Mokomoko, Brooklyn, NY 
• Pearl, Tsunami benefit auction, Dante’s Gallery, Melbourne, Australia 

• Tomorrow, curated by Anne Barlow (New Museum), New York Hall of Science, NY 
• �Unframed First Look, curated by Adam Fuss, Jack Pierson and Cindy Sherman, 

Sean Kelly Gallery, New York, NY
• BART, Lush, New York, NY 
• Rhythm/Language, Twig, New York, NY 
 
 
• photo LA

• Pulse New York

• Aqua Art Fair, Scope Hamptons, Art Chicago, Scope New York, Art LA

• Design Center (Pierogi, Aqua Art Fair, Frisbee Art Fair, Armory show, Pierogi Gallery flatfiles 
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artist statement

�Sebastian Lemm, a native of Germany, relocated to New York City in 2000 after 
receiving a diploma (MFA equivalent) from Berlin University of the Arts.

Sean Kelly Gallery featured Sebastian’s photo-based work in “Unframed First Look” 
curated by Adam Fuss, Jack Pierson and Cindy Sherman in 2004. Since then, 
Sebastian had group and solo shows at galleries and cultural organizations 
throughout the US, including Platform Gallery (Seattle, WA), Bank (Los Angeles, CA), 
Ellen Curlee Gallery (St. Louis, MO), and Margaret Thatcher Projects, Pierogi Gallery, 
Michael Mazzeo Gallery, Peer Gallery, Nurture Art and Art Omi (all in New York).

Critical recognition has come from Art World (UK), Time Out Chicago, NY Arts 
Magazine, The New Yorker, as well as 2wice Magazine, Los Angeles Times, Palm 
Beach Daily News, The Village Voice, and visual art blogs such as Art Moco and  
I Heart Photograph. His work has also been selected for editorial features in  
H-Magazine (Spain) and Someone’s Garden Magazine (Japan) and was included  
in the book ‘Light and Lens’ by Robert Hirsch. In 2008, the Goethe-Instituts  
in Chicago and New York hosted artist talks with Sebastian Lemm and critics  
Gregory Volk and Michael Weinstein.

Sebastian’s pieces are included in private and corporate art collections.

As a photo-based artist, I see myself as the link between two realities—the one 
outside of the camera and the one that begins once the photograph has been taken. 
Rather than documenting or ‘capturing the moment,’ I want to show what is not 
immediately visible.

My work is informed by nature in a broad sense. Visually, I am fascinated by 
seemingly random structures in the natural environment and I see parallels to 
patterns or events inmy own life. Taking a more wide-ranging definition of nature, I 
am attracted to subtleties of human interactions, the subconscious and physics’ 
theories about dimensions that are outside of our perception. Although these ideas 
may not be inherently obvious in my images, they do have a significant impact on my 
artistic process.

Apart from experiences in my own life, inspiration for my work comes from concepts 
of Romanticism especially those of Caspar David Friedrich, texts by Edmund Burke 
(about ‘‘Sublime and Beautiful’), Gilles Deleuze (‘Rhizome) and Roland Barthes 
(‘Camera Lucida’) among others. 
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bibliography 
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2007 
 

 
 

2006 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2005

2004

2000

 

 
Art World Magazine (UK) 
Art in America—forthcoming in October 
The New Yorker—’Sebastian Lemm’ by Vince Aletti  
NY Arts Magazine—‘Leah Oates talkes with Sebastian Lemm” forthcoming in July 
Brooklyn Rail—’Enantiomorphic Chamber’ by Cassandra Neyenesch  
Double Exposure Magazine—“Editing Nature—An Interview with Sebastian Lemm”  
Goethe Institut New York—artist talk with curator Gregory Volk 
Chicago Public Radio—artist talk with philisopher Michael Weinstein 
Time Out Chicago—by Alicia Eler 
Art Mocoloco—The Modern and Contemporary Art Blog 
Heart As Arena—’Saying Grace’  by Brent Burket 
I Heart Photograph—photography blog

Someones Garden Magazine, Fall 2007 Issue, Tokyo, Japan 
Light and Lens—Photography in the Digital Age, Focal Press, by Robert Hirsch 
Cornerstone, “locations of elsewhere” visual art blog by David Gibson 
Heart As Arena (visual art blog), “ Complement” by Brent Burket 
h-magazine, issue #84, Barcelona, Spain

The Village Voice, “Turn Off the Set” on ‘progressive coma’ by Deborah Jowitt 
Heart As Arena (visual arts blog) “Sebastian Lemm Update” by Brent Burket 
Heart As Arena (visual arts blog) “California Dreaming (Still)” by Brent Burket 
Heart As Arena (visual arts blog) “Downtown” by Brent Burket 
Los Angeles Times, “Structure of human identity” by Christopher Knight 
post.thing.net and Miami Art Exchange, “Scope on the Half Shell” by Steven Kaplan 
Bilder lesen lernen—Wie werden Bilder rezipiert; DUV Verlag, by Prof. Klaus Paul 
Seattle Pi, “In The Galleries: January”

Palm Beach Daily News, “Satellite fairs offer artistry, oddities” by Jan Sjostrom

Unframed First Look at Sean Kelly Gallery, New York

2wice magazine, “Cold Storage” by Abbott Miller 
DDD Gallery, Osaka, Japan 
Der Tagesspiegel, Germany, by Elfi Kries 
100 besten Plakate, exhibition catalog, Berlin, Germany 
Page, Twen, Revival of a Legend, Germany
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